HOLY CROSS CHURCH, CROMER STREET,
LONDON WC1H 8JU.
‘THE CHURCH IN THE HEART OF KING’S CROSS’
MISSION ACTION PLAN FOR 2022-2030

“A CHURCH TURNED INSIDE OUT”
OUR SEVEN AIMS WE WANT TO BE A WELCOMING AND INCLUSIVE CHURCH.
WE AIM TO:

SHARE

-

our church building, and allow more people of all faiths and none to
experience the holiness that lies within it.

OPEN

-

the church for longer periods for prayer, contemplation and worship
for local people, visitors and travellers, and those who may never
have been to a church before.

DEVELOP

-

our church’s spaces to serve the local community as an important
resource for community ingathering – for concerts and
entertainment, as well as a meeting space for groups seeking to build
up our community, both here in King’s Cross and further afield. To
provide hospitality and spaces for brilliant social interaction.

COMMUNICATE

-

A strong sense of what we are and what our mission is, so that no
opportunities are lost to serve our community.

-

Communicate our presence in the locality through our partnerships
with important social agencies. Among these currently are – to name
a few – Argyle Primary School, the King’s Cross Brunswick
Neighbourhood Association, Goodenough College, Greatcroft,
Cromer Street (Age UK), The Bloomsbury Festival and The Friends
of St George’s Gardens.

ENGAGE

-

more fully with the local community and neighbourhood churches
through our current lottery bid, which will see us resourcing and
developing our future church as an attractive community hub, and a
centre of strong local interest and involvement.

SUPPORT

-

members of our community who are vulnerable, lonely or disabled
or otherwise in need, making our spaces accessible and working with
other agencies to meet specific needs.

ENHANCE

-

what we do as a Christian church, developing our website and
enabling live streaming of church services so that people who are
housebound, away from home or overseas may still feel part of the
live congregation.
OUR CHURCH

Holy Cross church has been at the heart of the King’s Cross community for
over 130 years, serving it both spiritually and socially. The parish has
undergone profound change. Throughout this time the church has always
been a place of worship and of help and support for local people and those
passing through. Today, the wide social diversity in the area is reflected in

our congregational membership, representing over fifteen different
nationalities. Our worship is centred on the celebration of the Holy
Eucharist, which takes place every Sunday at 11am as well as twice during the
week on Wednesdays at 6 pm and Fridays at 12 45 pm.

OUR PARISH

The parish of Holy Cross is notable for a diversity of faith, ethnicity, age and
income. According to the most recent census, 38% of the parish identified as
Christian, 31% as having no religion, and 23% as Moslem. In terms of
ethnicity, half of the parish are of non-UK origin, with a third being of South
Asian and African background and the remaining percentage a mixture. The

parish demographic is young, with 75% of residents in their twenties. There is
a high level of financial deprivation for a central London area - a third of
inhabitants are described as experiencing a medium to high level of
deprivation, although 45% are employed. There are high numbers of students
in the parish – 25% of the total – and a strikingly high number of parishioners
– 60% - live in single-person households.
A significant group in our parish is not counted in the census, namely the
considerable transient community. This is an area full of hotels and hostels,
and at any time there are numbers of travellers, visiting academics and
businesspeople who come to stay in King’s Cross for short periods and who
frequently attend our services. In addition, there is a shifting group of needy,
homeless people, living both in hostels and on the streets, sometimes coming
into the church for shelter. We want to reach out to all.
OUR MISSION: THE REALISATION OF OUR SEVEN AIMS
SHARING:

•

Our principal purpose, through a weekly programme of services, is
to share Christian worship in the beautiful internal surroundings of
Holy Cross Church. During the pandemic we used ‘Zoom’ to
transmit our live services with housebound and far-flung members of
the congregation, and we have continued this hybrid form of worship
as an effective way to communicate our presence and extend spiritual
support to those unable to attend our services in person.

OPENNESS:

•

We plan to open our church for longer periods, so that its peace and
beauty can be available as a spiritual resource for the wider
community, and for those who seek a place of quietness and spiritual
replenishment.

•

The church will continue to be part of the London Open House
Weekend, whereby interesting London buildings are open all
weekend in Mid-September. The footfall from the last Open House
Weekend this year was 120, allowing people from within and outside
our parish to experience the atmosphere, architecture and beauty of
Holy Cross Church.

ENCOURAGING:

•

We want our church to be used as a unique space for a variety of
events for local and wider community interest. Examples of these
events include the art installation ‘The Museum of the Moon’ which
attracted a record footfall of 3,000 in our church over a two-week
period, including large numbers from the local Muslim community.

The Bloomsbury Festival also included a spectacular South Indian
dance show and we now welcome community singing from The
West London Community Choir and classical concerts by ‘Gabrielli’,
an internationally renowned classical music group. We want to allow
the church to be used as an inspiring space for similar arts events
which enrich local and wider London life.
COMMUNICATING:

•

We will expand and promote our links with our various partners, as
well as developing new relationships in the community. We currently
liaise and work with Argyle Primary School, The King’s Cross
Brunswick Neighbourhood Association, Age UK at Greatcroft,
Cromer Street, Goodenough College, The Bloomsbury Festival and
Friends of St George’s Gardens as well as other key individuals and
groups committed to bringing heart to our community life.

•

The Covid years have seen the refurbishment of the church part of
the crypt to make a large meeting room and a kitchen. This is now
being used as a classroom for free language classes for refugees and
asylum seekers resident in the area. We aim to make this space
available at low rent for local groups providing services for the
community. We also intend to use this area to run a lunch club for
local elderly people. The vast part of the crypt currently houses
Middleweek Newton, a drama academy attracting interest from
London youth and offering opportunities and training in the acting
profession.

•

We are in a new relationship with nearby Goodenough College, a
graduate residential college. Our parish priest, Father Christopher, is
the Anglican chaplain to the college. College members have been
encouraged to join our worship and volunteer for church-related
local events, and particularly community barbecues held for local

residents in the church’s adjoining Peace Garden and facilitated by
our local youth team at the King’s Cross Brunswick Neighbourhood
Association.
•

Our church is developing an existing international link with South
Sudan through members of our congregation, and we have held
annual celebrations for the anniversary of the nation’s independence
in early July, attended by the South Sudanese ambassador. We are
currently liaising with the Archbishop of the Western Equatorial
Region, Archbishop Samuel Peni, to contribute resources in the
development of children’s education in this part of the world,
partnering churches in the Salisbury Diocese of The Church of
England.

OUR ENGAGEMENT WITH LOCAL CHURCHES:
THE ‘CAMDEN FOUR’ CHURCHES

•

We will be submitting a bid to the Lottery Heritage Fund for funds
which will see the refurbishment of our church premises. We want
to make our church fit for our mission plans outlined in this action
plan and advance our mission well into the future.

•

The other churches in this joint submission are St George’s Holborn,
Mary Magdalene Munster Square and St Mary’s Eversholt Street – all
churches with similar profiles and needs. This bid has provided us
with an opportunity to collaborate with these churches in areas of
mutual interest and in joint mission and practice. The four churches
hope to provide a national model for churches committed and active
in the service of the communities they represent.

•

Our overall vision for Holy Cross is expressed in the phrase ‘A
Church Turned Inside Out’ - a church of openness and daring. It
embraces creative change, practices generous hospitality, welcomes
those who stand outside the traditional church and responds to any
who would benefit from the resources the local church has to offer.
This is the intention behind the variety of goals outlined above. We
aim to serve all the people in our parish and beyond, in providing
Christian worship and events and facilities which engage everyone in
those things which pertain to life and hope.
SUPPORTING:

•

Our Louis Lewis rooms form part of our crypt space, and will
not be let out on a commercial basis, allowing us to use this

space for interested groups, particularly those who wish to build
up our local community but have few funds.
•

Half of the total crypt space has been let out to Middleweek
Newton, a drama academy offering opportunities to young
people from deprived communities, and helping us to fulfil our
wish to support local young people from low-income
backgrounds, as well as providing financial resource for future
upbuilding.

ENHANCING:

•

Our church has recently revamped its website to make it more
user-friendly, aiming content at both local people and visitors to
the area, providing easily accessible information about services
and social events, with facts about the architecture and history of
the church as well as recordings of our 11 am Sunday Eucharist.

•

We plan to acquire the equipment to live-stream our services,
and want to continue the successful use of Zoom to connect us
to housebound and distant members of the congregation

•

Improved lighting will make the church a more suitable venue for
rehearsals, performances and concerts, expanding an already
thriving ancillary use of Holy Cross Church.

•

In a campaign headed ‘Lifts and Loos’ we aim to install new toilet
facilities and put in a lift. This will make our whole church site
better fitted for concerts and other public events, and provide
easy access for the elderly and disabled.

•

We aim to provide improved facilities for serving food both
within the church and in our crypt rooms.

Holy Cross Church functions as a key place of Christian
worship but also as an important centre for events and
services to involve, engage and incorporate all members of
this fascinating and diverse community.
We remain, as we have always been for these past 135 years
and for the future HOLY CROSS CHURCH, CROMER STREET –
“The Church in the Heart of King’s Cross”.

OUR VISION STATEMENT
AS ONE OF THE ‘CAMDEN FOUR’ HUBS OF GRACE, BY
2030, HOLY CROSS WILL BE EMBEDDED AT THE HEART
OF OUR COMMUNITY IN THE GENEROUS SHARING OF
SPIRITUAL AND SOCIAL SPACE THAT IS FULLY
RESPONSIVE TO A DIVERSE, FIXED AND TRANSIENT
COMMUNITY AND TRUE TO OUR PLACE AS

“THE CHURCH IN THE HEART OF KING’S CROSS”.

WE WILL BE A BEACON OF LOVE, SUPPORT, PEACE AND
SANCTUARY FOR THOSE WHO NEED IT MOST AND OFFER
WARM, OPEN WELCOME TO ALL IN OUR COMMUNITY AND
BEYOND, NO MATTER WHAT.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP US IN ANY WAY,
‘PHONE

020 7278 6263.

www.holycrosscromerstreet.org.uk

